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PREZ SEZ…

Not much to report this month, but we did have a great POTA-Mania

event that was well attended. During the event we operated under

the club call W3EM and tested newly created Field Day logging soft-

ware by Greg, KC3SMW. It worked great and will undergo a few more

mods before it's ready for prime time at Field Day. Great job, Greg!

Kimberton Hamfest

There are several hamfests coming up in August, most notably

Kimberton, hosted by MARC (Mid-Atlantic Amateur Radio Club) —

always a great local hamfest. Check the upcoming hamfest pages for

others coming up in the region.

Net Control Summit & Dinner

We'll also be holding our Third Annual PMRC Net Control Summit

and Dinner on August 18th, where we'll discuss where we've been,

where we are, and where we're going. This is a great way for the club

to treat our NCOs to dinner and honor the gift of their time and dedi-

cation to keeping all our nets on the air. There isn't a day of the week

that goes by without at least one net on our repeater. A sincere thanks to all of our wonderful net control oper-

ators — great job to all.

International Lighthouse Weekend

And let's not forget: Phil-Mont Mobile Radio Club will again celebrate International Lighthouse Weekend by

operating W3EM portable at the Turtle Rock Lighthouse along the Schuylkill River Trail, Saturday and

Sunday, August 15th and 16th.

Field Day 2026 Results Are In

The official ARRL Field Day entry is in, and it's a strong one. Operating as 6A under W3EM (with W3AA as our

GOTA station call), Phil-Mont logged 727 total contacts — 171 CW, 24 Digital, and 532 Phone — good for a pre-

liminary score of 3,224 points. Forty members participated, and we ran on 100% emergency power (generator

and battery), which alone banked us 600 bonus points.

We also picked up bonus points for our public location and information table, a site visit from an invited

served agency, youth participation, a staffed safety officer, social media coverage, our GOTA station, and sub-

mitting the entry via the web — 1,380 bonus points in total.

Thanks to Charlie, K3NOP, for captaining Field Day again this year and for handling the official submission to

ARRL.

73, Rich, AA3RC — President, Phil-Mont Mobile Radio Club
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THE RADIO AMATEUR'S CODE

CONSIDERATE—

They never knowingly operate in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL—

They offer loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the IARU Radio Society, through

which Amateur Radio in their country is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE—

They keep their station up to date. It is well-built and efficient. Their operating practice is above reproach.

FRIENDLY—

They operate slowly and patiently when requested; offer friendly advice and counsel to beginners; kind assistance,

cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. These are the marks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED—

Radio is a hobby, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or community.

PATRIOTIC—

Their station and skills are always ready for service to country and community.

— Adapted from the original Amateur’s Code, written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA (1928)
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GET THE NET!

There’s no ham radio without YOU!

Get on the air and share! Operate, cooperate, & celebrate ham radio!

Phil-Mont’s Drive Time Net

Every Monday–Friday, 5 to 6 PM

VHF Repeater, Allstar, or Echolink

Sunday Morning Nets

0930 ET: VHF Repeater, Allstar, or Echolink

1000 ET: 75 Meter Net — 3.993 MHz LSB ± QRM

PHILADELPHIA ARES

Sundays 8:00 PM ET on VHF Repeater, Allstar, or Echolink.

All licensed operators welcome • PHLARES.org

OTHER NETS

OMIK Net: Saturdays 11 AM

PASTA Net: Mondays 7:30 PM

CLUB REPEATERS

VHF: 147.030 MHz (+offset, 91.5 PL)

Remote VHF inputs:

  Bucks Co / Lawrenceville — PL 88.5

  Delaware Co West/South — PL 100.0

  South Jersey — PL 82.5

UHF: 444.80 MHz

Yaesu System Fusion / WiresX

Echolink: W3QV-R  •  Allstar: Node 47970

Simplex: 147.510 MHz PL 91.5 TSQL

CQ! CQ! CQ!

Calling CQ for New Net Control Operators!

DENN — DIGITAL EDUCATION NET

DENn is on summer hiatus. See you in September! Watch

Groups.io for details.

NET LOGGER

Net Control opens netlogger.org and calls for check-ins.

Members appear in rotation order as they check in.

AUGUST SUNDAY NET CONTROL SCHEDULE

Date Net Control

2-Aug N3QV

9-Aug KE3QB

16-Aug KB3SJS

23-Aug W3UP

30-Aug WA3GM
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CLUB BUSINESS

THIS MONTH'S BIRTHDAYS

Callsign Name Date

KC3SZB Tom Aiken 6-Aug

N3DGD Dave Devanzo 14-Aug

NS9G Stephen P Getson 14-Aug

KC3UTO Jeffrey M Rodgers 28-Aug

AB3RV Mac McLaughlin 29-Aug

WA3ADI Vince Buono Jr 30-Aug

Want your birthday read on the nets? Update your info at

hamclubonline.com

NEXT GENERAL CLUB MEETING

No General Meeting in July or August

Next meeting: Wednesday, September 9th

Enjoy your summer! Topic TBD — watch Groups.io for

details.

PRESENTATION

Topic TBD
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PHIL-MONT MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS

August 2026

Member Category Count

REGULAR Membership 204

Honorary 3

Board Member 7

Officer 4

Total 218

218
TOTAL

MEMBERS

Philadelphia ARES

Join the A.R.E.S. Training Net

Every Sunday evening at 2000 (8:00 PM) on 147.030 MHz

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service trains licensed amateur radio operators to provide radio

communications as a public service in disaster situations. All licensed operators are welcome to join.

Join our Groups.io • Visit PHLARES.org
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UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

MARK YOUR 2026 CALENDARS! Upcoming Club Radio Activities

August 15-16th Lighthouse Weekend

September 12th POTAMania

October 2-3 OCTPOTAFEST (leave 4th at 11 AM)

What an amazing 2026 lineup. Get ready for some serious fun.
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JULY POTA MANIA FIELD REPORT

It Was A Big One
By Mike Bryan, KC3UKC

On Saturday July 11 we met for the 4th POTA MANIA of the 2026 sea-

son, and it was a big one. The usual crowd of early shift activators

gathered at the pavilion as soon as the gates of the park opened.

Contrary to our normal free-for-all style of operation we had a few

objectives that we were going to attempt, which were mostly fueled

by discussions of how we can improve our preparedness for Field

Day 2027 (it will be here before you know it).

First on the list was to attempt a club style activation of the park us-

ing the club call W3EM. The second item was to test out a new log-

ging software written by KC3SMW that would allow us to track operators of the club call during an event and

allow real-time duplicate checking during multi-operator events.

Although I don't think we will make a regular habit out of activating POTA using the club call, it made for a

truly great activation with W3EM logging a total of 93 contacts across CW, Digital and Phone throughout this

one day event. The logging software also worked great and with a few minor updates is looking like a great op-

tion for Field Day next year.

As far as the event itself, we somehow managed another month of mostly beautiful weather for the event. The

morning was mostly sunny and quite humid but that did not stop anyone from setting up their antennas and

getting on the air. In fact, there was a point during the event that I lost track of how many stations had been

set up throughout the day. I believe that this was possibly our best attended POTA MANIA so far. At last count I

had made note of close to 20 club members and friends stopping by throughout the day. As the afternoon

wore on most folks started to head home for the day and by 3:00PM we were down to just a few still hanging

out at the pavilion when the sky let loose with heavy rain, lightning and thunder.

At the time I was still on the air trying to manage a final contact to complete my own activation, but had de-

cided once we saw lightning and heard thunder that it was time to disconnect, and wait out the storm before

taking down my antenna. I had 9 contacts in the log before the storm began and I would like to thank Jon

KD3AIP for the 10th and final contact on 2m Simplex to validate my own activation.

It's adventures like this that make portable operating fun, and if you missed July POTA MANIA you missed a

great one so make sure you're there for the next one!

We won't be back at the park until September, but don't forget next month is Light House Weekend (August

15th and 16th) so make sure you get out there and get on the air with us!

See you at the Park, de KC3UKC, Mike
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JULY POTA MANIA



THE BLURB — VOL. 78  NO. 8 AUGUST 2026

JULY POTA MANIA



THE BLURB — VOL. 78  NO. 8 AUGUST 2026

JULY POTA MANIA



THE BLURB — VOL. 78  NO. 8 AUGUST 2026

PMRC INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE WEEKEND, AUGUST 15–16, 2026

Super Fun Event
By Bob Swayne, K3NIE

Phil-Mont Mobile Radio Club will again celebrate

International Lighthouse Weekend by operating

W3EM portable at the Turtle Rock Lighthouse

along the Schuylkill River Trail, Saturday &

Sunday, August 15 and 16th. The lighthouse is the

last building along Boathouse Row on Kelly Drive,

the eastern shore of the Schuylkill River,

Philadelphia. Our station will be adjacent to the

Schuylkill River bike trail which is very busy on

summer weekends with cyclists, walkers and runners.

The setup will basically be a POTA type station operating mostly 20 and 40 meter SSB and CW. 120VAC

is available from the Lighthouse. Setup will start BOTH DAYS at 8:00 a.m. and we will operate through

mid-afternoon. We're looking for volunteers to participate and give whatever time you can. Free 3-

hour parking is available along Kelly Drive in the morning but quickly fills. There are no parking re-

strictions along Sedgley and Lemon Hill Drives.

This event is not a contest but of course we want to make as many contacts as we can. Our purpose is

to promote Ham Radio, Phil-Mont Mobile Radio Club and public awareness of lighthouses and their

need for preservation and restoration. And at the same time, enjoy ourselves playing radio while en-

gaging the public. We'll have company on the air. Typically, over 400 lighthouses participate from

dozens of countries. And bring your HT as well to demonstrate how repeaters work.

Check out the History of the Turtle Rock Lighthouse at: https://www.lighthousefriends.com/light.asp?

ID=856 International Lighthouse Lightship Weekend website: www.illw.net

For questions/comments, contact: Bob, K3NIE Email: swaynerb@gmail.com

https://www.lighthousefriends.com/light.asp?ID=856
https://www.lighthousefriends.com/light.asp?ID=856
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UPCOMING HAMFESTS
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FROM THE PMRC ARCHIVE…

From the PMRC Archive — August 1966
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PMRC OFFICERS FOR 2026

Title Name Callsign

President Rich AA3RC

Vice President Greg KC3SMW

Treasurer Jim NS3K

Secretary Dave K3DFG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Callsign Name Term

KC3GJX Jeff (27)

K3NOP Charlie (27)

KC3UKC Mike (27)

W3AOK Bill (A)

N3VIP Tony (26)

N3PEG Peg (26)

N3ZP Phil (26)

The Blurb wants to hear from YOU!

Got a hot lead on antenna design?

Soldering up a special circuit?

Digging some new DSP?

Reminiscing about retro receivers?

Something for sale?

Send your submissions to the editor!

BLURB EDITOR

Richard Roth — AA3RC

Daniel Wagaman — W4GMN, SK

Editor Emeritus

CLUB WEBSITE

www.phil-mont.org

CLUB EMAIL LIST & ANNOUNCEMENTS

groups.io/g/philmont

Public Service Since 1949
PHIL-MONT MOBILE RADIO CLUB — W3QV


