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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/GIANT+Food+Store,+315+York+Rd,+Willow+Grove,+PA+19090/@40.1471655,-75.1145004,17z/data=!4m12!1m3!3m2!1s0x0:0x65d3c7d67d14a03!2sGIANT+Food+Store!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c6b02e97c28a7b:0x65d3c7d67d14a03!2m2!1d-75.114949!2d40.14
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/GIANT+Food+Store,+315+York+Rd,+Willow+Grove,+PA+19090/@40.1471655,-75.1145004,17z/data=!4m12!1m3!3m2!1s0x0:0x65d3c7d67d14a03!2sGIANT+Food+Store!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c6b02e97c28a7b:0x65d3c7d67d14a03!2m2!1d-75.114949!2d40.14

t KA2Yy G aSYoSNBKALI{
{ SLWOSYOSNI HAHPp

pd

- A1l AAO 4UDPAO 3O0OAOEOOEA

wOD! [!w aSYdSNEKALJ

| 2y 2 N} NEB

: | The Amateur Radio
Phlladelph‘ Emergency ServiJce- re h

trained |icensed erna?}_eﬁr_ & a
operators providilidglrBding
communi cations as a public
service in disaster situat.i
All licensed operEatedrys Sairned
wel come Ttoo |ljeamirm. mdY¥eni ng at
j 0i nGroouurpasnd ovisit (8:00 PM)

PHLARES. org 147. 030 M

* Blunb c


https://groups.io/g/PhiladelphiaCountyARES
http://phlares.org/

Ham Radio Challenge

Hem®e a fun checklist you September have seen in
GO PLAY RABI Gee lwhto can check all the |

Band Worked o Activity (or mode of
O -2,200 M (135 kHz) O -SSB O - Repeater QSO (2 M and up)
0 - 630 M (472 kHz) O-cw O - Repeater QSO (10 or 6 M)
0-160 M (1.8 MHz) O-AM O - Simplex FM QSO (VHF/UHF)
O -80/75 M (3.5/3.8 MHz) O-FM O - SSB QSO (VHF/UHF)
00-60 M (5.3 MHz) O - PSK (31, 63) O - CW Contact
O0-40 M (7 MHz) O-FT4 O - Contest Contact
O0-30M(10.1 MHz) O-FT8 0 - Satellite and/or EME Contact

O - Other WSJT- X Modes

0 -20 M (14 MHz) (FSK441, JT6M, JT65, etc.)

O - Fox Hunt (ARDF)

O0-17 M (18 MHz) O - JS8call O - WinLink Contact

0-15M (21 MHz) 0 - Packet (AX25)/APRS 0 - EchoLink Contact

O0-12M (24.9 MH2) O - SSTV or Fast Scan ATV | O - WAS (work all 50 states)

0-10 M (28 MHz) O - Digital FM- DMR, D-Star O - Work 50 countries

0-6 M (50 MHz) Fusion, etc.) or Hotspots O - Work 100 countries

O0-2M (144 MHz) O - Pactor, Clover, Olivia, O - WAC- Work All Continents

Throb, DominoEX, MT63,

0O-1.25 M (222 MHz) Thor, AMTOR, etc. O - POTA (Parks On The Air) or
SOTA (Summits On The Air)

O - 75 cm (440 MHz) O - FAX or Hellschreiber Chaser Contact

O - 33 cm (902 MHz) 0 - POTA or SOTA Activation

O - Higher Microwave Bands O - Attend an ARC meeting | O - POTA Activator
Build or Install O - Present at ARC meeting | O - Work your State QSO party

e e

O - New VHF/UHF Antenna O - Head a committee

0 - New HF Antenna U - Attend a Hamfest O - Electronics Kit or Homebrew
. ; O - Teach a Licensing Class | O - Use an Antenna Analyzer or

D) - New Moblle Radio orbe a VE nano-VNA to measure

O - New Mobile Antenna O - Mentor a new ham O - Fix non-working Radio

O - Computer/Radio Interface | O - Write a newsletter article | O - Arduino, Rasp Pi

microprocessor project or
O - New Operating Desk O - Volunteer for Public Serv | Program
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Upcoming Club Events
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Lighthouse Weekend

PIMR Chitelnattoear Lngathauo: MWadkent, iligghst oo 07g ¢ W
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Ph-Mbnt Mobile Radio Club again cel ek
Weekend by operating Speci al Event &
tle Rock Lighthouse along the Schuyl
Sunday, August 16 and 17t h.

As guests of the Sedgeley Club, we s
der canopy with a YaeduWHkiTBO 1Wa ndp &o
40 meters SSB and made 44 contacts,
And by moving our station to the wes
trail, we had many contacts and conyv

Joining us were PMRC members Guy, WA
K3I'TH with grandson; KC3WHY, Stefani
guests Maitl and, KC1MXH with friend

OQur host Al ex, | i ght house tenant, wa
cess to a 120V outlet, bathroom faci
Al ex assisttpdawdthesgetdown,.

And many thanks to Bill, W3AOK, for
canopy and a |l ong list of other 1ter

We deeply appreciate the hospitality
Sedgel ey Club.

We | ook forwaN3cEMagail maherng year at T
house. Mar k your calendar for the t6F

73,
Bob, K3NI E
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SOTA Activation

SOTA Activation of Broad Mountain

Site details:
Summit Code: W3/SV-018 Elevation: 2388ft
Grid: FN10dq Lat/Long: 40.6815, -77.7386
County: Huntingdon, PA

This Summits-on-the-Air (SOTA) site is located within Rothrock State Forest, Pennsylvania.
Specifically, it is at the Greenwood Fire Tower. This is a lovely location in the Central PA
mountains. Once you get to the state forest, you have 30 minutes of driving on gravel forest
roads. At the time of my visit, these were in pretty good shape, but at other times of the year,
they can take a beating from the weather.

It was a short 2000ft hike, up-hill, from the parking spot to the fire tower. Unfortunately,
there is no view from the base of the fire tower, and climbing it is prohibited.

This summit actually took me two attempts to activate it. The first try was on Friday, 11 July 2025. I took the Icom 705 and
my Arrow Antenna. 10W. Only made two contacts, on 2m FM. W3AWG and KC3CYM. This was not that surprising, as
it was a Friday afternoon. I guess folks were still at work. Thus, this activation was a failure.

This site is 140 air miles from Philadelphia. I have made 2m contacts of that distance before. But not today.
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SOTA Activation

Interestingly, there was a 100km trail marathon the following day, which local hams were doing radio support for. The
runners had 23 hours to complete it. I cannot imagine running 100km. In the woods. Overnight. That is some serious
level of commitment.

So, I had run out of time, and had to pack up and retreat. I knew I was going to be back in the area in a few weeks, and
planned to try again.

The story has to take a diversion here. At the 2024 Hamvention in Xenia, I
had purchased a Wolf River Coil antenna setup. I had heard good things
about them, and thought it would be useful for my SOTA activations. Up to
this point, all my activations have been on 2m FM and SSB, never had I
taken HF gear. All the reviews I found said how easy it was to get on the air
with this antenna.

When I set it up and tried it out, I could not get it to tune up. No matter how
I adjusted it, it would not tune. Actually, nothing I did to adjust it made any
difference to the analyzer. Looking online, including the company support
FAQ, all the answers pointed to "bad coax". Well, the coax tested fine. No
one had the answer to my problem. Frustrated, I threw it in a box and
decided to "think about it" for a while.

Time passed, and I was checking out something else with a multimeter, and
thought to meter the base of the antenna for conductivity. It was open, at
DC, as it should be. Connecting coax, it was no longer open at DC, but
presenting about 2M ohms of resistance. Now, this was interesting. Again,
the coax itself was fine.

Investigating it further, it turns out that the coax to 3/8 stud had a malformed insulator in it. Some of the deformity is
visible, but who knows what the rest of it looked like inside.

Conveniently, I had another one of these parts, and swapped it out. The antenna was now tunable!
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SOTA Activation
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